
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Subject: MFL 

Curriculum Aims and Purpose 

How our Curriculum inducts students into the discipline of the subject: 

 

The MFL curriculum aims to provide an opening for students to understand and experience other cultures. All 
students are given the opportunity to learn a language (German or French) which helps to deepen their 
understanding of the world we live in, whilst expressing their ideas and thoughts in another language. 

The MFL curriculum has been constructed so that they have a rich knowledge of key gramma cal concepts, 
vocabulary and phonics which enables them to be successful independent language learners who feel confident 
in expressing themselves in another language. Grammar and phonics are interleaved throughout the curriculum 
so that students can consolidate their knowledge of these in different contexts. 

We have carefully considered each of the topics that have been chosen for KS3 that allows students to have a 
strong founda on for study of a language at GCSE. All four skills (listening, reading, wri ng and speaking) are 
regularly developed throughout the curriculum and grammar, vocabulary and phonics are all interleaved to 
ensure students have secure subject knowledge by the end of KS3 and beyond. 

We ensure students are regularly reminded of the transferable skills that they will develop in learning a 
language, such as communica on, problem solving, crea ve thinking, cultural awareness as well as how highly 
sought a er languages is by employers in today’s job market. The GCSE curriculum also explores jobs and future 
career choices which enables students to be proac ve in planning their own future. 

 

 

In Languages, students are taught to learn new vocabulary and phonics that will enable them to be successful 
when reading, listening to, and wri ng in a new language. They will prac se comprehension style ques ons to 
aide their understanding and me will also be given to suppor ng them in their speaking and wri ng of either 
German or French.  

Grammar is also built up in complexity throughout the curriculum and will reappear throughout key stage 3 to 
support their progress as they move towards year 11. 



Year 7 Overview 
Current year 7 students learn German for 2 hours a week and will con nue to learn German un l the end of year 9 before 
making their op ons choices for GCSE. In year 7, students will be introduced to the founda ons of learning German and will 
then explore the topics of ‘Free me’, ‘Me & my family’, ‘Town’ and ‘Iden ty’. They will explore key gramma cal concepts 
such as the present tense, modal verbs, future tense and the condi onal tense. 
 
 
Half Term  Focus 

1 
  Unit 1 - Gree ngs / Free Time 

 Students will learn how to greet one another in German before learning how to express what they 
like to do in their free me. 

 Grammar - They will be introduced to the present tense as well as key phonics. 

2 
  Unit 1 – This topic is con nued with an assessment towards the end of term consolida ng what they 

have been taught. 
 Unit 2 – Me & My Family 

o This new topic is started before the end of the autumn term (see below) 

3 
  Unit 2 – Me & My Family 

 Students will be taught vocabulary on types of pets, family members, numbers, physical descrip on 
that allow them to describe themselves and their family. 

 Grammar - Present tense and modal verbs 

4 

  Unit 2 – End of Unit assessment completed a er half term 
 Unit 3 – Town 
 Students are taught key vocabulary for places in a town as well as transport and things that you can 

do there. 
 Grammar – Future tense and modal verbs 

5 

  Unit 3 – End of Unit assessment 
 Unit 4 - Iden ty 
 Students will be taught daily rou ne phrases to talk about themselves and what they do each day as 

well as what they would like to do. 
 Grammar – Present, future and condi onal tenses as well as reflexive verbs 

6 
  Unit 4 – This topic is con nued with an assessment towards the end of term consolida ng what they 

have been taught. 
 
 

     
Homework 

 Students will be set a weekly homework quiz 
using Carousel Learning. They will have 20 
words to learn each week and have the 
opportunity to prac se these on Carousel 
before taking the quiz. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Useful resources: 
 BBC Bitesize 
 Memrise 
 Duolingo - German 

Assessment: 
 4 assessments across the year at the end of each unit. 
 Tes ng all four skills (Listening / Reading / Speaking / Wri ng) 

 



Year 8 Overview 
Current year 8 students learn French for 2 hours a week and will con nue to learn French un l the end of year 9 before 
making their op ons choices for GCSE. In year 8, students will explore the topics of ‘School’, ‘Paris’, ‘Town’ and ‘Iden ty’. 
They will explore key gramma cal concepts such as the present tense, reflexive verbs, perfect / imperfect tense, and the 
future tense. 
 
 
Half Term  Focus 

1 
  Unit 1 - School 

 Students will learn key vocabulary rela ng to what they study in school, what they wear and their 
daily rou ne. 

 Grammar - They will be introduced to the present tense as well as reflexive verbs. 

2 
  Unit 1 – This topic is con nued with an assessment towards the end of term consolida ng what they 

have been taught. 
 Unit 2 – Paris 

o This new topic is started before the end of the autumn term (see below) 

3 
  Unit 2 – Paris 

 Students will explore the history and culture of Paris as well as learning how to talk about a visit in 
the past tense.  

 Grammar – They will be introduced to the present tense as well as reflexive verbs. 

4 

  Unit 2 – End of Unit assessment completed a er half term 
 Unit 3 – Town 
 Students will explore where they can go and what they can do in a town, learning some 

transac onal language for use in a French café as well as looking at a future trip to a town. 
 Grammar – Using a range of 3 tenses (past, present & future) 

5 

  Unit 3 – End of Unit assessment 
 Unit 4 – Iden ty 
 Students are going to be expressing and exploring their iden ty in French. They will do this through 

looking at a range of topics in which they’ll be able to express their opinion.  
 Grammar - Adjec val agreements, revisi ng reflexive verbs and the con nued development of 

combined three tenses. 

6 
  Unit 4 – This topic is con nued with an assessment towards the end of term consolida ng what they 

have been taught. 
 

     
Homework 

 Students will be set a weekly homework quiz 
using Carousel Learning. They will have 20 
words to learn each week and have the 
opportunity to prac se these on Carousel 
before taking the quiz. 

 
 
 
 
 

Useful resources: 
 BBC Bitesize 
 Memrise 
 Duolingo - French 

Assessment: 
 4 assessments across the year at the end of each unit. 
 Tes ng all four skills (Listening / Reading / Speaking / Wri ng)  

 
 



Year 9 Overview 
Current year 9 students learn German for 2 hours a week and will decide their op ons choices for GCSE during this year. This 
is their second year of learning German and in year 9, students will explore the topics of ‘Technology & Social Media’, 
‘School’, ‘Holidays’ and ‘Fes vals’. They will explore key gramma cal concepts such as the present tense, subordinate 
clauses, perfect / imperfect tense, and the future tense. 

 
Half Term  Focus 

1 
  Unit 1 – Technology & Social Media 

 Students will learn key vocabulary rela ng to types of technology and social media as well as key 
phrases needed in order to communicate their usage and opinions of technology and social media. 

 Grammar – Present tense: 1st and 3rd person verbs. Modal verbs and future tense. 

2 
  Unit 1 – This topic is con nued with an assessment towards the end of term consolida ng what they 

have been taught. 
 Unit 2 – School - This new topic is started before the end of the autumn term (see below) 

 

3 
  Unit 2 – School 

 Students will learn vocabulary for school subjects; the me; the school day; school facili es; 
describing teachers and future plans. 

 Grammar – Present tense, modal verbs and future / condi onal tenses. 

4 

  Unit 2 – End of Unit assessment completed a er half term 
 Unit 3 – Holidays 
 Students will explore where they can go and what they can do on holiday in a range of tenses – 

talking about past, present and future ac vi es. 
 Grammar – Using a range of 4 tenses (past, present, future & condi onal) 

5 

  Unit 3 – End of Unit assessment 
 Unit 4 – Fes vals 
 Students will explore key fes vals and tradi ons in German-speaking countries.  
 Grammar - Adjec val agreements, and the con nued development of three tenses (present, past 

and future). 

6 
  Unit 4 – This topic is con nued with an assessment towards the end of term consolida ng what they 

have been taught. 
 
 

     
Homework: 

 Students will be set a weekly homework quiz 
using Carousel Learning. They will have 20 
words to learn each week and have the 
opportunity to prac se these on Carousel 
before taking the quiz. 

 
 
 
 
 

Useful resources: 
 BBC Bitesize 
 Memrise 
 Duolingo - German 

Assessment: 
 4 assessments across the year at the end of each unit. 
 Tes ng all four skills (Listening / Reading / Speaking / Wri ng) 

 
 
 



Year 10 Overview 
Students have chosen French for their GCSE and will begin the GCSE curriculum that focuses on 3 themes that are taught 
over 2 years. Students will then be tested at the end of the course in four skills – listening, speaking, reading, and wri ng. 
 
 
 
Half Term  Focus 

1 

  Introduc on – Consolida on of core knowledge from Key Stage 3 (KS3) 
o Students will revise key grammar from KS3 to prepare them for the start of the GCSE course 

 Unit 1 – Rela onships 
o Students will be able to talk about their rela onships with family and friends, both physically 

and their personali es before asking how we form posi ve rela onships. We then discuss 
future plans in terms of marriage and having children. 

2 

  Unit 2 – Technology 
o Students will explore different types of new technology as well as how we use it, before 

discussing the pros and cons of social media. Students are given the opportunity to 
consolidate their knowledge of verb conjuga on with both regular and irregular verbs. 

 Unit 3 – Free me 
o Students will be able to talk about what they do in their free me whilst revising the perfect 

and imperfect tenses to talk about past events. 

3 
  Unit 4 – Customs and Fes vals 

o Students will learn about the customs and tradi ons of French-speaking countries. We look 
at how French speakers around the world celebrate different fes vals and learn about the 
customs of these people and how this is incorporated into their culture. 

4 
  Unit 5 – Where we live. 

o We start with talking about our homes, and what chores we do there, before moving on to 
discuss what there is to do in our town. We include giving direc ons and impersonal modal 
verbs as well as revisi ng the condi onal tense. 

5 
  Unit 6 – Social Issues 

o Students will explore subtopics such as charity, volunteering, and healthy living. We use 
more impersonal verbs and talk about what we would like to do, and would you like to 
volunteer abroad. 

6 
  Unit 6 – con nued alongside prepara on for end of year mock exams. 

 Students will also begin to write answers in their speaking booklet in prepara on for their speaking 
exam in year 11. 

     
Homework: 

 Students will be set a weekly homework quiz 
using Carousel Learning. They will have 30 
words to learn each week and have the 
opportunity to prac se these on Carousel 
before taking the quiz. 

 
 
 
 
 

Useful resources: 
 BBC Bitesize 
 Memrise 
 Quizlet 
 French Music 

Assessment: 
 There will be an assessment at the end of each unit that incorporates a range of the four skills tested at GCSE. 
 Mock exams will take place at the end of year 10. 

 



Year 11 Overview 
Students in year 11 enter their final year of the GCSE Course in either German or French and con nue the GCSE curriculum 
they started in year 10. They will con nue to learn vocabulary for each of the 3 main themes and develop their exam skills in 
the four key skills – listening, speaking, reading, and wri ng. 

 
Half Term  Focus 

1 

  Unit 7 – Global Issues 
o We discuss complex issues such as poverty, homelessness, and inequality, asking students to 

ques on their own views on these issues. We ask students to consider how environmentally 
friendly they are, what they do to protect the environment at home, and how we can 
protect the planet on a larger scale. 

2 

  Unit 8 – Travel and Tourism 
o Students talk about their holiday preferences, talking about different places in 

France/Germany to visit as well as describing their holidays in detail. By this stage of the 
course, all students are expected to be confident in using a range of tenses to express 
themselves both in wri en and spoken French/German. 

 Units 9/10 – School Life 
o Students will learn key vocabulary for all areas of school life such as subjects, teachers, 

facili es, and school rules. 
 

3 
  Units 11/12 – Careers and Future plans 

o Our final unit of the GCSE course gets students to think about what they would like to do 
when they leave school. This includes post-16 op ons, the pros and cons of appren ceships 
and further study versus ge ng a job, and part- me jobs. 

4 
  Revision and Prepara on for Formal Assessments including the speaking exam.  

 Prepara on will include revision of key topics, improving Exam Technique and analysing past papers. 

5   GCSE exam period begins 

6   GCSE exam period con nues 

     
Homework: 

 Students will be set a weekly homework quiz 
using Carousel Learning. They will have 30 
words to learn each week and have the 
opportunity to prac se these on Carousel 
before taking the quiz.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Useful resources: 
 BBC Bitesize 
 Memrise 
 Quizlet 
 German Music 

Assessment: 
 There will be an assessment at the end of each unit that incorporates a range of the four skills tested at GCSE. 
 Mock exams will take place in November and January. 
 All 4 GCSE exams will start a er the Easter holidays. 

 
 


