
 
 

King George Avenue 
Ilkeston 

Derbyshire 
DE7 5HS 

 
0115 9303724 

Our Ref:  NS/LA 
 
 
14th January 2022 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I hope you are well, and I would like to thank you for your ongoing support as we settle into the new term.  
 
I am writing to update you on the outcome of our latest Ofsted inspection, which took place across the 2nd and 
3rd of November 2021. While we have retained the overall grade of ‘Requires Improvement’, I am pleased to 
say the report acknowledges the enormously positive steps forward the academy has taken since our last full 
inspection in May 2018.  
 
To reflect this, we are encouraged that our ‘Personal Development’ provision has been upgraded to ‘Good’. 
The report concludes our personal development programme for students is well planned, “develops pupils’ 
character and teaches them how to stay safe.” As well as recognising our strong extra-curricular enrichment 
offer, the report applauds that our support “is helping to develop pupils’ attitudes towards modern life in 
Britain”, and that “Year 11 pupils know about the next steps available to them” thanks to the programme.  
 
Elsewhere in the report – which is now available in full on Ofsted’s website – we were proud to see additional 
areas of the academy praised. Highlights include:   
 

• Perhaps most importantly, “pupils feel safe and happy” at the academy, thanks to “talented, respectful 
and helpful” staff who “care deeply for the pupils who attend this school”. 

• There is a “strong culture of safeguarding at [the] school” thanks to “highly knowledgeable” leaders for 
safeguarding. More so, it notes “all staff are vigilant and know how to report concerns about pupils or 
adults.”  

• Pupils are taught important values and benefit from volunteering in extra-curricular activities such as 

the #iwill programme. Pupils are also taught the importance of individuality, and respecting others. 

• Leaders have “identified the important knowledge that pupils should learn in each subject.” 

• There are high expectations for the behaviour of pupils at the school and much has been done to 
improve this.  As a result, inspectors described our school as calm and orderly. 

• Ormiston Academies Trust leaders and governors work in partnership to support school leaders, 
supporting the school’s continued improvement.  

 
Despite these positives, and the huge strides we believe the academy has taken, we recognise the need to 
continually strive for improvement in everything we do, and to push the academy’s overall rating to ‘Good’ and 
beyond.  
 
For example, the report suggests the academy should further support teachers to ensure lesson and 
curriculum plans consider what pupils have previously learned, and to improve students’ motivation, 
aspiration, and engagement with subjects. Additionally, inspectors recommended actions to ensure the 
Alternative Provision (AP) element of our curriculum is ambitious and well-rounded.  
 



We have already identified these as areas for further improvement and work is underway to make progress 
against these. However, we take the recommendations of the report seriously and will be redoubling our 
efforts to guarantee we are providing a challenging, comprehensive curriculum for our students in a 
supportive, inclusive environment.  
 
A central part of this development will be the ongoing support of the wider school community, and I am 
confident that together we can continue to support the academy as it grows from strength to strength.  
 
Should you have any further questions, then please do contact me directly.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 

Miss Nia Salt 
Principal  
Ormiston Ilkeston Enterprise Academy 
 
 


