
 
 

Overview of Curriculum for History – Academic Year 2021-22 
 

Year Group September October November December 
 

7 
 

1. Local History Topic 
 
Through this unit students will study an overview of 
how Ilkeston and the surrounding area have 
developed over time. This unit is to start to develop 
key historical skills and bring in engagement with 
parents/carers.  

2. The Norman Conquest 
 
Students will study the background and key events 
of the Norman Conquest. Students will study the 
contenders to the English throne in 1066, what 
happened during the Battle of Hastings and the 
aftermath.  

Students will continue to study the 
Norman Conquest. 

 
Students will study how William kept control 
over England when he came to the throne 
after the Battle of Hastings. The Feudal 
system, Domesday Book, Harrying the North, 
and Castles will be investigated. 
  

3. Medieval England 
 
Students will study what the State, Society and Religion was like 
during the Medieval Period. Students will investigate life for 
peasants, where they lived and what religion was like and why it 
had such control over people’s lives during this period using a 
range of historical sources.  

8 
 

1. Case Study: Elizabethan England 
 
Students will investigate Elizabethan England in 
depth and will cover Elizabeth’s religious 
settlement, problems at home and abroad and the 
Spanish Armada.  

Students will continue to study Elizabethan 
England.  
 
Students will investigate Elizabethan England in 
depth and will cover Elizabeth’s religious 
settlement, problems at home and abroad and the 
Spanish Armada. 

2. The Stuarts 
 
Students will investigate the changes in 
State, Society and Religion during the Stuarts 
Period. Causes, Consequences, Change and 
Continuity are skills that students will focus 
on.  

Students will continue to study the Stuarts. 
 
Topics covered in this unit include the Gunpowder Plot, Charles 
I, the English Civil War, Oliver Cromwell, Witchcraft and 
comparing the Black Death with the Great Plague of 1665.  

9 
 

1. Women throughout History 
 
Breadth study investigating the changing role of 
women from the Medieval Period to Modern Day.  

 Students will continue to study Women 
throughout History.  
 
Breadth study investigating the changing role of 
women from the Medieval Period to Modern Day. 

2. World War I 
 
Students will investigate the period 1914-
1918, covering key events, causes, battles, 
individuals and consequences of the war.  

Students will continue to study World War I 
 
Students will investigate the period 1914-1918, covering key 
events, causes, battles, individuals and consequences of the war. 

10 
 

Paper 1 – Medicine in Britain 1250-Present Day 
 
GCSE Paper 1 – Medieval Medicine (1250-1500) 
investigating the causes, treatments, preventions, 
and case study (The Black Death). 

Paper 1 – Medicine in Britain 1250-Present Day 
 
GCSE Paper 1 – Renaissance Medicine (1500-1750) 
investigating the causes, treatments, preventions, 
and case study (The Great Plague). 

Paper 1 – Medicine in Britain 1250-Present 
Day 
 
GCSE Paper 1 – Industrial Medicine (1750-
1900) investigating the causes, treatments, 
preventions, and case study (The Cholera 
Epidemic). 

Paper 1 – Medicine in Britain 1250-Present Day 
 
GCSE Paper 1 – Modern Medicine (1900 -Present Day) 
investigating the causes, treatments, preventions, and case 
study (Lung Cancer). 

11 
 

Paper 1 – Medicine in Britain 1250 – Present Day 
 
GCSE – Paper 1 – Medicine on the Western Front 
Students investigate medicine and treatments that 
occurred during World War I in the British Sector. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paper 2 - Elizabethan England 
 
GCSE – Paper 2 – Key Topic 1 – Exploring the 
problems Elizabeth I faced when she became 
Queen.  
 

Paper 2 - Elizabethan England 
 
GCSE – Paper 2 – Key Topic 2 – exploring in 
depth the problems Elizabeth faced including 
the Catholic Plots, King Philip of Spain and 
the Spanish Armada. 

Paper 2 - Elizabethan England 
 
GCSE – Paper 2 – Key Topic 3 – Elizabethan society and the age 
of exploration. Students investigate key themes around 
exploration, education, and leisure during the Elizabethan era. 



 
Year Group January February March April 

 
7 
 

Students will continue to study Medieval England. 
 
Students will continue to study Medieval England, 
investigating the causes, prevention, and 
treatments of the Black Death.  

Students will continue to study Medieval England. 
 
Students will investigate the aftermath of the 
Black Death, the causes, and consequences of the 
Peasants Revolt.  

4. The Tudors 
 
Students will investigate the changes to 
State, Society and Religion during the Tudor 
Period and will be able to gain knowledge 
and understanding for the changes.  

Students will continue to study the Tudors. 
 
Students will have studied the background to the Tudor period 
so will now start to look at Henry VIII in detail, investigating why 
he broke away from the church, the dissolution of the 
monasteries and what happened during the reigns of Edward, 
Mary, and Elizabeth – in particular, investigating the changes 
with religion.  
 

8 
 

Students will continue to study the Stuarts. 
 
Topics covered in this unit include the Gunpowder 
Plot, Charles I, the English Civil War, Oliver 
Cromwell, Witchcraft and comparing the Black 
Death with the Great Plague of 1665. 

3. Slavery 
 
Students will investigate the foundations of why 
Britain became wealthy, the background to the 
Industrial Revolution and desire for an Empire by 
investigating the Slave Trade, using real-life 
testimonies and historian interpretations 
surrounding this topic.  

Students will continue to study Slavery. 
 
Topics covered in this unit include 
background of life in Africa before the Slave 
Trade, the Middle Passage, life on 
Plantations, How Britain benefitted from the 
Slave Trade, abolition, modern day slavery 
and the impact of slavery on Britain today.  

4. Industrial Britain 
 
Students will investigate the changes that occur to society, state, 
and religion over the Industrial Period in Britain. Students will 
cover why people moved to towns from the countryside, town 
conditions, factory life, changes in transport, key individuals like 
Richard Arkwright and how the local area was involved during 
this period.  
 

9 
 

Students will continue to study World War I 3. World War II 
 
Students study the causes of World War II, the rise 
of Hitler and key events that occurred during World 
War II, including the Nazi-Soviet pact, the defeat of 
Poland and France, the Blitz and Operation 
Barbarossa.  

Students will continue to study World War II 
 
Students study the causes of World War II, 
the rise of Hitler and key events that 
occurred during World War II, including the 
Nazi-Soviet pact, the defeat of Poland and 
France, the Blitz and Operation Barbarossa. 

4. The Holocaust and Genocide 
 
Students start the topic by investigating pre-war Jewish life. 
Following on from this, students use survivor testimony to know 
what life was like during the Nazi regime, building up to the 
Holocaust. The final part of the topic, looks at Genocides today 
and how prejudice can lead to discrimination.  

10 
 

Paper 1 – Medicine in Britain 1250-Present Day 
 
GCSE – Paper 1 – Medicine on the Western Front 
Students investigate medicine and treatments that 
occurred during World War I in the British Sector.  

Paper 2 – Elizabethan England 
 
GCSE – Paper 2 – Key Topic 1 – exploring the 
problems Elizabeth I faced when she became 
Queen and how the government and society were 
structured.  
 
 
 

Paper 2 – Elizabethan England 
 
GCSE – Paper 2 – Key Topic 2 – exploring in 
depth the problems Elizabeth faced including 
the Catholic Plots, King Philip of Spain, and 
the Spanish Armada.  

Paper 2 – Elizabethan England 
 
GCSE – Paper 2 – Key Topic 3 – Elizabethan society and the age 
of exploration. Students investigate key themes around 
exploration, education, and leisure during the Elizabethan era.  

11 
 

Paper 2 - Elizabethan England 
 
GCSE – Paper 2 – Key Topic 3 – Elizabethan society 
and the age of exploration. Students investigate 
key themes around exploration, education, and 
leisure during the Elizabethan era. 
 
 
 
 
 

*Paper 2 – American West *Paper 2 – American West *Paper 2 – American West 



 
Year Group May June July  

7 
 

5. Case Study: Elizabethan England Students will continue to study Elizabethan England Students will continue to study Elizabethan 
England 

 

8 
 

Students will continue to study Industrial Britain 5. The British Empire 
 
Students will cover historical interpretations 
surrounding the British Empire, the impact of it for 
countries like India, Australia, and wars such as the 
Zulu and Boer War.  

Students will continue to study the British 
Empire. 
 
Students will cover historical interpretations 
surrounding the British Empire, the impact of 
it for countries like India, Australia, and wars 
such as the Zulu and Boer War. 

 

9 
 

Students will continue to study The Holocaust and 
Genocide 
 
Students start the topic by investigating pre-war 
Jewish life. Following on from this, students use 
survivor testimony to know what life was like 
during the Nazi regime, building up to the 
Holocaust. The final part of the topic, looks at 
Genocides today and how prejudice can lead to 
discrimination. 

5. The Cold War 
 
Students investigate the aftermath of the World 
War II and the build up of the Cold War between 
the Superpowers. Students compare the political 
differences between Capitalism and Communism 
and then explore key features of the Cold War 
including the Berlin Wall, Cuban Missile Crisis, the 
Space Race and then the fall of the Berlin Wall.  

Students will continue to study the Cold War. 
 
Students investigate the aftermath of the 
World War II and the build-up of the Cold 
War between the Superpowers. Students 
compare the political differences between 
Capitalism and Communism and then 
explore key features of the Cold War 
including the Berlin Wall, Cuban Missile 
Crisis, the Space Race and then the fall of the 
Berlin Wall. 

 

10 
 

Paper 2 – Elizabethan England 
 
GCSE – Paper 2 – Key Topic 3 – Elizabethan society 
and the age of exploration. Students investigate 
key themes around exploration, education, and 
leisure during the Elizabethan era. 

Paper 2 – The American West 
 
GCSE – Paper 2 – Key Topic 1 on The American West 

Paper 2 – The American West 
 
GCSE – Paper 2 – Key Topic 2 on The 
American West 

 

11 
 

*Paper 2 – American West 
 
 
 

Revision and Preparation for Examinations 
 
This will include:  

• Walking-talking mocks 
• Identifying knowledge gaps and putting 

‘therapy’ in place. 
• Practice exam questions in class. 
• After-school interventions 
• Skills sessions 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

*Still under consultation surrounding whether content will be adapted for the GCSE Series 2022.  


