
 
 

Overview of Curriculum for Key Stage 3 Drama and Key Stage 4 BTEC Performing Arts 
(Drama) – Academic Year 2021-22 

 

Year Group September October November December 
7 
 

Welcome to drama 
Introduction to the studio, health and safety and team building 
Topic 1: Dramatic skills and Techniques 
The Breakfast Room 
An introduction to the skills of: 
Responding to stimulus, still image, thought track, role play, hot seating, 
characterisation  devising, rehearsing, performing, evaluation 
 

Topic 2:Pantomime 1 
Further development of: still image, role play, characterisation 
With an introduction to: Narration script, physicality, vocal expression,  
 

8 
 

Topic 1: Mime and Movement 
Building on Y7: Facial expression, physicality, characterisation, gesture, devising, 
rehearsal, performance, evaluation  
Developing more refined skills in:      exaggeration, facial expression and mime 

Topic 2: Silent Movie 
Facial expression, physicality, characterisation, exaggeration, mime, gesture, 
devising, rehearsal, performance, evaluation  
musicality, stage fighting 
 

9 
 

Topic 1: Physical Theatre 
Frantic Assembly 
Frantic Assembly techniques of: trust exercises, round by through, push hands, safe lifting, chair duets. Devising from stimulus, musicality, rehearsal, performance, 
evaluation.  
This unit provides an introduction to the work of a specific theatre company and their approach to devising theatre. This is a great introduction to the type of dramatic 
styles studied at Btec and gives the students an insight into the more abstract ways of working in contemporary drama  
 

10 
 

Introduction to Btec: Students take 
part in a series of workshops that focus 
on the development of key skills and 
the establishment of a ‘professional 
approach’ to practical work. Workshop 
logs and evaluative techniques are 
taught 

Component One. Skills and 
Responsibilities: Students learn about 
the key practitioners in theatre making 
and then study the first piece of 
professional repertoire. The keep a log 
of all practical workshops and any 
research tasks carried out 

Component 1 ctd: Students study a piece of professional rep, the approaches 
used within the play are then compared to general skills required by each 
practitioner. Assessment is through a final presentation (written or practical) 
created by students. 
 



 
 

11 
 

Devising skills: Workshops in Brechtian theatre, Frantic Assembly, Maison Foo, The 
Paper Birds 

Mock component 3: Responding to a brief. 

Year Group January February March April 
7 
 

Pantomime 2 
An introduction to: 
blocking, line learning, responding to direction.         
And a re-focus on: rehearsing, performing, evaluation 
 

Topic 3: 
Darkwood Manor 

The new skills of:  Improvisation, conscience alley, body as prop, sound scape, 
Teacher in Role.              

Developing a more sophisticated understanding of: Responding to stimulus, Hot 
seating, cross-cutting, role play, rehearsal performance 

 
8 
 

Topic 3: Our Day Out 
Working from a script, characterisation, cross cutting, devising, rehearsal, blocking, line learning performance, evaluation 
Writing and performing monologue 
 

9 
 

Topic 2: Theatre practitioners 
& evaluation of theatre Acting, directing and designing. What are the roles and responsibilities? 
How are these applied in theatre production? How do we write a theatre review? This unit focuses on how theatre is made and gives a clear over view of each of the 
roles in theatre production. Students also watch a piece of recorded live theatre to develop their knowledge of how each practitioner contributes to the whole dramatic 
impact of a piece. 

10 
 

Component 2. Preparation for performance: Acting workshops, Vocal expression, 
physicality, characterisation. 
Choice of performance style, grouping, extracts. 

 

Rehearsal process. Actor’s logs, review and improve. 
Final performance and evaluation 

 

11 
 

Devising workshops for first three 
weeks. 

Last week in Jan:  
Component 3 sent through from exam 

board. 
 

Initial ideas phase. Practical workshops 
and notes 

CC ideas log 800 words 

Skills development workshops, 
rehearsals and notes Controlled 
conditions. Skills log 800words. 

Rehearsal and performance 
evaluation 800 words 

Year Group May June July July 
7 
 

Topic 5: Wacky Soap (Story) 
New skills: Understanding of allegory, theatre in education,  
Further development: devising, characterisation, narration, vocal expression, rehearsing, performance, evaluation 
 

8 Topic 4: Message in a bottle                                  Topic 5: Physical theatre 



 
 (Theatre in education) 

Theatre in education, Script work,  devising, characterisation, vocal expression, 
asides and audience address, narration, rehearsing, performance, evaluation 
asides and direct audience address. 
 

Physicality, exaggeration, symbolism, essence machine, body as 
prop/environment, sound scape 

9 
 

Documentary drama. 
Emotion memory, Creative writing (monologues) Staging. Vocal and physical expression 
This collaborative unit begins with the study of real life experiences and how these can be dramatised for the stage. Students work from stimuli to create their own 
monologue and then, drawing on approaches and techniques studies in the previous terms devise their own group performance of the monologues including all 
elements of staging. 
 

10 
 

Resubmission of Comp 2 performances if required. 
Devised worshops in preparation of Comp 3. 

Final resubmissions of component 1 and 2. 
Scripted extracts in the styles of Brect/Physical theatre and Naturalism. 
 

11 
 

Support to complete coursework: 
 
This will include final Component 1 and 
2 course work elements. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 


